Intermittent, continuous outpatient dobutamine infusion in the management of congestive heart failure.
The use of outpatient dobutamine infusions by a small, portable infusion pump in 3 patients with intractable congestive heart failure (CHF) is described. With this therapy left ventricular function improved and CHF resolved in each. Tolerance to dobutamine was obviated by giving infusions twice weekly. Except for 3 mild infections around the catheter exit site, there have been no complications of this therapy is 58 cumulative patient weeks.